The Wilton Hounds at Gallows Hill

Painted in 1926 by Lionel Edwards 

This stunning painting has come to light thanks to the keen detective work of Christopher Egremont.  He has kindly written about its provenance (below) and liaised with its owner Michael Allfrey. Mr Allfrey is allowing, us very generously, to make limited edition prints and cards from the picture to raise funds for the hunt.  We are currently exploring costs and it would help greatly if we had an idea of demand. Please call or (preferably) email Ally Acland if you are interested in a print – alison.acland@btopenworld.com or 01725 518810. 
Provenance of “The Wilton Hounds at Gallows Hill” by Lionel Edwards

 

The official title is The Wilton Hounds at Gallows Hill because Gallows Hill is written on the back of the picture and it is painted in 1926. However there is considerable debate as to whether or not a geographical misnomer has occurred and the location may in fact be Clearbury Ring. This may prove an interesting debate amongst the membership.

 

That said, I had been aware of the picture since about 1959, when it was featured in The Field as a black and white photograph and my late Grandmother obtained a copy. At that time the picture had been exhibited at the Tyrone Gallery. 

 

Those pictured are; left to right, my grandfather Donald Egremont in the grey bowler, riding Dora, who was equally at home in a trap (not to be confused with my father also Donald),  Mrs Iris ffrench-Blake riding side-saddle on Woodpigeon and hunting hounds is Lt Col Arthur ffrench-Blake riding Warwick. Master 1922-26. I am not sure who the kennel huntsman is to the right of the picture, or the whipper-in is on point. In front of the field on the grey is Montague Egremont, Barbara Egremont's father.  

 

After 1959 the picture 'went to ground' in the ownership of Mr Jack Gilbey, a very good friend of Lionel Edwards to whom he gave a number of pictures.

 

The picture surfaced in May 2009 as part of the late Jack Gilbey's estate and was sold at Lawrence's of Crewkerne. It was only by chance that I stumbled on the sale one evening last winter. Out of the blue, remembering the picture, I simply Googled 'Wilton Hounds + Lionel Edwards' and

to my amazement I found it had been sold only months before in May to Michael Allfrey.  

 

Michael Allfrey is a grandson of Lt Col Arthur and Iris ffrench-Blake.

 

Interestingly Michael tells me the picture was last seen by the ffrench-Blakes shortly after it was painted, for sale in Fore's Galley in 1926 for £25.00 but they considered that to be too much at the time.  

 

Then the Allfrey family approached Mr Gilbey in 1970 to buy the picture for Arthur and Iris ffrench-Blake's Diamond Wedding present, but Mr Gilbey said there was too much sentiment attached to the picture, in view of his friendship with Lionel Edwards and declined the offer of purchase. 

 

Thus the sale last year was the first opportunity for those interested to obtain the painting.

 

Unusually for a Lionel Edwards a limited edition has never been commissioned, especially of that period in his painting career.

 

I am grateful to Lawrence's of Crewkerne for the download of the picture herewith from their catalogue.

 

These are facts of the picture, as I have been given to understand. Of course, if anybody in the Wilton hunt can shed further light on the painting, I know Michael Allfrey will welcome additional information.

  

 Chris Egremont  

 

